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Rose, Canadian Library Association (CLA) 

Wamsley, Canadian Library Association (CLA) 

Jackson, Observer, Canadian Association of Research Libraries (CARL) 
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Approval of Minutes of Meeting of January 12, 1981 


G. Wamsley requested that the fourth paragraph of Item 3 be amended to 
read: 


"Gail Wamsley then reported that, in co-operation with the Ontario 
Ministeries of Government Services and of Culture and Recreation, 
their regional library system had instituted a "browsing section" 
of publications of the Ontario government together with a number 
of order forms.' 


With this correction, the Minutes were approved. 


2. Business Arising Out of Meeting of January 12, 1981 
a) Co-Published Titles 


J. Stern informed the committee that the Publishing Centre would 
publish information concerning new co-published titles in the 

publication entitled "Publishing News" rather than on the Special 
List of Government of Canada Publications. 


b) 1977 Depository Library Survey 


J. Stern then outlined the results obtained from questionnaires 
that were sent out to depository libraries in 1977. At that time 
questionnaires were sent to all selective public libraries and 
educational institutions requesting certain basic information. 
Approximately 400 depositories did not return this questionnaire. 
They were declared non-responsive and lost their depository status. 


Information provided on returned questionnaires was verified 
against available data such as population statistics from 
Statistics Canada and institutional data from provincial 
departnents of education. These questionnaires were then 
evaluated by a committee consisting of representatives of 
Statistics Canada, the National Library, and the Canadian 
Government Publishing Centre according to criteria previously 
agreed upon by the Committee. As a result of this evaluation, 
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65 libraries lost their depository status. The remaining depositories 
had their status confirmed and were required to sign a formal agreement 
with the Publishing Centre. 


c) "Own Your Own" 


G. Wamsley reported that, although the display of priced Ontario 
Government publications at the Collingwood Public Library has 
generated a significant number of inquiries, it has generated 
very few actual orders. She advised that the project will be 
monitored until the end of December 1981 and agreed to provide 
an up-dated report at the next conmittee meeting. 


qa) Monitoring of Depositories 


J. Stern provided usage statistics accumulated on the basis of 
the volumes of orders placed by selective depository libraries 
in 1980 (refer to Annex A). These statistics indicate that 131 
libraries did not make proper use of their depository status 
during that year. The Committee agreed that this situation was 
not desirable and should be resolved. The Committee discussed 
this matter and recommended: 


(1) that the Publishing Centre advise all non-participating 
depositories that it would be preferable that they 
exercise their depository privileges and inquire as 
to whether or not they wish to retain their depository 
status; 


(2) that the Publishing Centre advise the presidents of 
CLA and ASTED of this situation and inquire as to 
whom the names of these depositories should be for- 
warded for further action; 


(3) that the Publishing Centre provide User Advisory 
Services of Statistics Canada with the names of 
these depositories so that the departmental regional 
offices may deal with those libraries within their 
respective regions; 


(4) that the Publishing Centre provide committee members 
with the names of those depositories for further 
action where possible; 


(5) that G. Wamsley and F. Rose endeavour to publish an 
article in "Feliciter" in order to advise the library 
community of the seriousness of the problem and to 
educate those involved regarding their depository 
status privileges; and 
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(6) that the Publishing Centre survey similar usage statistics 


for 1981 and have available a report on this survey at the 
end of March. 


3. Camprehensiveness and Classification 


a) Mora MacLean, Head of Documentation, Canadian Government Publishing 
Centre provided the Committee with useful insights into the problems 
encountered in listing Government of Canada publications on the 
Weekly Checklist. 


Although the Publishing Centre attempts to list all Government 
publications on the Checklist, there are occasions when the 

Centre either is not made aware of or is not provided with 

copies of publications and, therefore, is not able to list 

them. For example, departments may issue publications with- 

out advising or consulting with the Publishing Centre so that 

the Publishing Centre has no knowledge of these publications; 

author departments may not be in a position to provide adequate 
quantities for distribution due to lack of funds and/or insufficient 
print-runs; the content of publications may be of a highly technical 
nature and therefore of interest only to a specialized community; 

or publications may be produced regionally and not made available 
in Ottawa. 


Publications falling within one of the last three categories 
mentioned above are listed on the Special List of Canadian 
Govermment Publications rather than on the Weekly Checklist. 
The Special List, which is produced for information purposes 
only, also contains those publications which have already 
appeared on the Weekly Checklist and are being reprinted and 
publications of Crown Corporations who are not subject to 
Treasury Board Policy and therefore are not required to publish 
through the Publishing Centre. 


b) Classification of Government of Canada Publications 


Mrs. MacLean explained that the present classification scheme, 
which has been employed by the Publishing Centre since 1950, 
has two main objectives: 


to group related government documents in order to 
facilitate shelving and retrieval for depositories 
and other libraries; 


to provide a system of inventory identification and 
arrangement within the Publishing Centre. 
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Unfortunately, the classification scheme as a means of categorizing 
govermment documents is somewhat ineffective due to the fact that 
Classification must be based solely on pre-publication information 
which, experience has shown, is often inaccurate. 


It has been recommended that the use of ISBN replace the present 
Classification system as a standard means of identification within 
the Publishing Centre. The use of ISBN only however, could have 
serious drawbacks. To be more specific, the ISBN system includes 
monographs only (to the exclusion of serials) and does not allow 
the grouping of publications by department and edition. 


Publicity for New Publications - Panel Discussion 


Messrs. Stone, Patenaude, and Pelletier of the Canadian Government Publishing 
Centre discussed with members of the Committee various means by which 
government publications are promoted, publicized, and made available to 

the public. For example, the Publishing Centre sends out mail order 

flyers advising interested parties on the availability of new publications; 
it issues the "Publishing News" to libraries of major corporations, 
depositories, and other interested persons; it displays to educational 
institutions publications which may be used as teaching material; and, 

prior to the release of an anticipated "Best Seller", it provides copies 

of the publication to book sellers and authorized agents so that it is 
available for sale made to the Canadian public from the date of its release. 


The Committee discussed with panel members the advantages and disadvantages 
of newspaper advertising of government publications. The Publishing Centre 
suggested that, in view of the considerable amount of publicity automatically 
generated by Royal Commission Reports, additional advertising on the release 
of these publications is not necessary. Committee members suggested that 
newspapers be requested by the Publishing Centre to publish full titles 

and information on availability when reporting on government publications. 


Other Items 


a) G. Ellis informed the committee that Statistics Canada would be 
holding cross-Canada seminars to familarize librarians with the 
forthcoming 1981 census information. 


b) J. Stern agreed to advise the committee as to when the next up- 
date of the Consolidated List of Serials of the Government of 
Canada would be sent out to depository libraries. 


The committee recommended that the Publishing Centre annually 
publicize statistics on the usage of depository status by 
selective depository libraries. 


Jill Stern, 
Chairman, 
Library Advisory Committee. 
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